Immunizations, neonatal jaundice and animal-induced injuries.
To review the literature published within the last year on three topics essential to clinical pediatrics: immunizations, neonatal jaundice, and animal-induced injuries. New vaccines that protect against meningococcus, pertussis and rotavirus are safe, effective and recommended for routine immunization. Young children remain a high priority for influenza vaccination while the world awaits further developments of avian influenza. Pneumococcal and varicella vaccinations have benefited many. Debate exists on how to screen for hyperbilirubinemia in neonates and new strategies are emerging to prevent it. There seems to be no link between hyperbilirubinemia and autism spectrum disorders. We have learned that rabies can be transmitted by transplantation; it remains a global public health problem and its incidence is frequently underestimated in developing nations. Lastly, brown recluse spider bites are often misdiagnosed. The face of pediatric infectious disease is changing as we incorporate new vaccines into our routine practice. Rotavirus vaccine has significant implications for the health of children across the globe. The management strategy for neonatal jaundice continues to focus on screening and prevention. We need to devote more energy to combating rabies in countries where it is endemic.